
Course Syllabus 

Course Prefix, Number, and Title: 
ENGL 201 COMPOSITION II  

Credits: 
3 

University name: 
Dakota State University 

Academic term/year: 
Spring 2015 

Last date to Drop and receive 100% refund: 
Jan 21 

Last date to Withdraw and earn a grade of 'W': 
Apr 7 

Course meeting time and location: 
Section D04: Tuesday, Thursday 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM, TCB, Room 109 
Section D30: Online 

Instructor information: 
Name: 
Dr. Shreelina Ghosh 

Office: 

 Beadle Hall 115, DSU 

Phone number(s): 
605-256-5269 

Email address: 
Shreelina.Ghosh@dsu.edu 

Office hours: 
via Skype @ shreelina.ghosh: M 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM (CST) 
Beadle 115: T, Th 3:00 PM – 5PM (CST)  
(by appointment only) 

Approved course description: 
Catalog description: 
Study of and practice in writing persuasive prose, with the aim to improve writing skills in all 
disciplines. 



 

Additional course information: 
This composition course, designed to improve your skills in persuasive, expository writing, is the 
sort you will be doing in other courses in college and in many jobs.  Sometimes this kind of 
writing is called transactional writing; it is used to transact something—persuade and inform a 
reasonably well-educated audience, conduct business, evaluate, review, or explain a complex 
process, procedure, or event.   

Prerequisites: 
Technology skills: 
Students must have a D2L account and daily access to a computer, a web browser, and web 
authoring and multimedia software to use in the creation of an e-portfolio. Folders should also 
be maintained on personal computers for storing course-related materials, assignments, and 
returned assignments. Multiple back-ups of important information and assignments should also 
be maintained. 

Meetings, group activities, conferences, and presentations will be conducted through videos 
and chat (Skype). Students must make suitable provisions for voice and video recording devices. 
(Tablets provided by DSU usually have in-built microphones.) 

Course Goals: 
By the end of the course, you should be able to do the following effectively: 

 express a working knowledge of key rhetorical features, such as audience, situation, and 
the use of appropriate argument strategies  

 develop and support an argument that is convincing to a particular audience  

 identify and evaluate key rhetorical strategies, with an emphasis on ethos, logos, 
pathos, and kairos  

 engage in a variety of research methods to study and explore the topics. Research 
methods could include both secondary research (such as library and internet research) 
and primary research (such as fieldwork and observation)  

 explore the complexity of an issue by seeking multiple perspectives  

 write and revise drafts and integrate feedback from peers, teachers, and other readers  

 use structure, language, documentation, and format appropriate for audience and 
purpose  

 use a variety of organizational strategies (such as, for example, organizing main ideas 
chronologically, sequentially, deductively, and inductively). 

Course materials: 

Required textbook(s): 
There is no required textbook for this course. Required readings for each week will be posted in 
D2L or linked in the “Readings” Column in the Class Schedule. 

Recommended handbook: 
A writing handbook or access to online writing resources, such as the Purdue Online Writing Lab. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/


Course delivery and instructional methods: 
A variety of online and classroom learning approaches will be used, including assigned readings, 
internet and field research, discussions, presentations and informal briefings, as well as 
electronic submission and return of assignments.  

Policies: 
Attendance and make-up policy: 
Students need to attend class, to participate in discussions, complete and submit in class 
assignments and presentations. Failure to attend class will result in a loss of credit for in-class 
activities. Absence in two physical meetings will be forgiven. Your final grade for the course will 
be lowered 0.5 points for each additional unexcused absence. Attendance is taken by passing an 
attendance sheet.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you have signed this sheet every 
day that you are in class. 

Student athletes are required to meet with me before the start of their sport season to discuss 
any schedule conflicts and develop a plan to make up any missed work. The student athlete 
must assume responsibility for all work, class assignments, presentations, and group activities 
missed. 

Students in online classes need to participate in discussions, complete and submit in class 
assignments and presentations. Failure to attend class will result in a loss of credit for in-class 
activities. Your “visibility”, timely submissions, and active participation will be translated into 
attendance. 

All assignments must be posted (in D2L or email, as directed) by 11:59 p.m. on the due date. The 
policy for late paper submission is -- NO LATE SUBMISSION. However, if you are faced with a 
personal or medical emergency and have already turned in one late assignment you will need to 
make arrangements with me at least two days in advance. I reserve the right to grant or decline 
late submission requests. Late papers will only be accepted if we have made previous 
arrangements 

ADA Statement: 
If you have a documented disability and/or anticipate needing accommodations (e.g., non-
standard note taking, extended time on exams or a quiet space for taking exams) in this course, 
please contact the instructor.  Also, please contact Dakota State University’s ADA coordinator, 
Keith Bundy (located in the Student Development Office in the Trojan Center Underground or 
via email at Keith.Bundy@dsu.edu or via phone (605-256-5121) as soon as possible.  The DSU 
website containing additional information, along with the form to request accommodations, is 
available at http://www.dsu.edu/student-life/disability-services/index.aspx.  You will need to 
provide documentation of your disability. The ADA coordinator must confirm the need for 
accommodations before officially authorizing them. 

Academic Honesty Statement: 
Cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty run contrary to the purpose of higher 
education and will not be tolerated in this course. Please be advised that, when the instructor 
suspects plagiarism, the Internet and other standard means of plagiarism detection will be used 
to resolve the instructor’s concerns. DSU’s policy on academic integrity (DSU Policy 03-22-00) is 
available online. 

mailto:Keith.Bundy@dsu.edu
http://www.dsu.edu/student-life/disability-services/index.aspx
http://www.departments.dsu.edu/hr/newsite/policies/032200.htm


You are expected to complete all course assignments, including homework, lab work, quizzes, 
tests and exams, without assistance from any online or off-line source or individual. You are 
expected to develop original work for this course; therefore, you may not submit course work 
you completed for another course to satisfy the requirements for this course.  

Any student found to have plagiarized all or part of any assignment will be subject to any or all 
of the following disciplinary actions: 

 1.  Automatic failure of the assignment 
2.  Failure of the Course 
3.  Referral to the University for further action, including possible expulsion. 

Freedom in Learning Statement: 
Students are responsible for learning the content of any course of study in which they are 
enrolled. Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be 
evaluated solely on an academic basis and students should be free to take reasoned exception 
to the data or views offered in any course of study.  It has always been the policy of Dakota 
State University to allow students to appeal the decisions of faculty, administrative, and staff 
members and the decisions of institutional committees.  Students who believe that an academic 
evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is related instead to judgment of their 
personal opinion or conduct should contact the dean of the college which offers the class to 
initiate a review of the evaluation. 

Online Enrollment and Decorum: 
You are expected to treat others in the course with respect and openness. This respect includes 
room for disagreement and debate, and at the same time, calls each of us to listen deeply to 
different points of view. Hate speech and other forms of disrespect will not be tolerated. For 
more on netiquette, refer to : http://online.uwc.edu/Technology/onlEtiquette.asp 

Email Policy: 

 The subject line should contain the class and the topic of the message. Eg: ENGL 201 – 
Question about Assignment 1 

 I do not open e-mail messages from unidentified senders.  You must reply from your 
DSU or other professional e-mail account. I do not reply to e-mail from personal 
accounts such as huggybear10@hotmail.com or hotchick25@yahoo.com. Use your web 
mail account (not D2L mail) to email me to my DSU web mail account (not D2L mail). 
Here is a model email. 

 If the email sent by you does not demonstrate the style and format of a formal email, I 
may choose not to respond. Here is an example of an acceptable format for course-
correspondence: 

Subject: ENGL 201 -- Question about Reflection Assignment 
 
Dr. Ghosh, 
I couldn't find any instructions for the dropbox assignment labelled "Reflection". What 
are we supposed to do for this assignment? 
Thank you, 
Student name 

 

http://online.uwc.edu/Technology/onlEtiquette.asp


Email Etiquette: 

 Use Good Manners: Think of the basic rules learned when growing up, like saying please 
and thank you. Address people as Mr., Ms., Mrs., or Dr. Only address someone by first 
name if he/she implies it is okay to do so.  

 Watch the Tone: Merriam-Webster defines tone as an "accent or inflection expressive of 
a mood or emotion." It is very difficult to express tone in writing. A student should be 
respectful, friendly, and approachable. Do not use a tone that sounds curt or 
demanding.  

 Be Concise: Get to the point of an email as quickly as possible, but do not leave out 
important details that will help a recipient answer the query.  

 Be Professional: This means, stay away from abbreviations and do not use emoticons 
(those little smiley faces). Do not use a cute or suggestive email address for business 
communications. Be sure to include your name at the end of the message. 

 Use Correct Spelling and Proper Grammar: Use spell checker. Pay attention to basic 
rules of grammar.  

University Policy Regarding the Use of Tablets in the Classroom: 
The Tablet PC platform has been adopted across the DSU campus for all students and faculty, 
and tablet usage has been integrated into all DSU classes to enhance the learning environment. 
Tablet usage for course-related activities, note taking, and research is allowed and encouraged 
by DSU instructors.  However, inappropriate and distracting use will not be tolerated in the 
classroom.  Instructors set policy for individual classes and are responsible for informing 
students of class-specific expectations relative to Tablet PC usage. Failure to follow the 
instructor’s guidelines will hinder academic performance and may lead to disciplinary actions. 
Continued abuse may lead to increased tablet restrictions for the entire class. 

Because tablet technology is an integral part of this course, it is the student’s responsibility to 
ensure that his/her Tablet PC is operational prior to the beginning of each class period. 

Workload: 
The workload for a 3 credit course offered in traditional classroom format is based on an 
expectation of 12 hours (3 hours of class and 6-9 hours of homework) per week. Plan 
accordingly. 

Grammar & Mechanics: 
The written work turned in for this course and included in your portfolios should be free of 
mechanical errors and conform to the conventions of standard written English. To meet these 
expectations, students should use 

         A writing handbook or an online writing resource, e.g.  Purdue Online Writing Lab 
         spell-check and a college-level dictionary 
         someone to help you proofread your work. 

If you know you have trouble with some aspect of writing mechanics, make use of DSU tutors, 
Smarthinking, or the DSU Online Writing Lab (OWL). 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/
http://www.departments.dsu.edu/dsuinfo/
http://www.departments.dsu.edu/dsuinfo/
http://www.departments.dsu.edu/owl/


Rough Drafts: 
Remember, whenever I ask for your rough draft, I am asking to see proof of editing, so I will 
expect to see thorough markup on the draft.  Because getting good feedback is YOUR 
responsibility, it is irrelevant (however frustrating) if the feedback you receive from your 
peer(s) is not of sufficient quality or quantity.  If you don’t get enough feedback from your 
peers, you must get it somewhere else.  Ask a friend or family member whose writing ability 
you respect to give you additional feedback.  Consider using an online tutoring service, such 
as www.smarthinking.com .  You can get access to the site by contacting DSU’s assessment 
coordinator, Carrie Ahern, at 256-566 or Carrie.Ahern@dsu.edu . 

Back up your Work: 
Make sure to make multiple back-ups of your assignments in your DSU web space and flash 
drives. There will be no extension of time in case your computer crashes.  

Font: 
For all essays you will use the default font and font size in Microsoft Word 2003 or 2007.  
This means you will use either Times New Roman size 12 or Calibri size 11.  No other fonts or 
font sizes are acceptable. 

Policies for Athletes: 
I will not calculate grades, nor sign grade report forms, in the minutes after a class.  I will 
collect grade forms from you after any class, and return them during the subsequent class.  
Therefore, you will need to provide me the grade report forms 2-3 days *in advance* of the 
time your coach wishes to have them.   

Communication and Feedback: 

Preferred Email Contact Method: 
Shreelina.Ghosh@dsu.edu.  

Email Response Time: 
The general response time is 24 hours. Responses can be delayed on holidays and weekends. 

Feedback on Assignments: 
The general response time for an assignment depends on the length and content of the 
assignment. The date of response will be discussed with students for individual assignments.  

Evaluation Procedures: 

Assessments: 
Progress toward meeting the course goals will be evaluated using the following graded 
assignments: 

 Web Analysis Project (Assignment 1) – 20 pts  

 Critical Essay (Assignment 2): 30 pts 

 Research Project and Annotated Bib (Assignment 3): 40 pts 

 Project presentation: 10 pts 

Performance standards and grading policy: 

Final grades in the course will be assigned according to the following: 

http://www.smarthinking.com/
mailto:Carrie.Ahern@dsu.edu
mailto:Shreelina.Ghosh@dsu.edu


A  90-100% 

B  80-89% 

C  70-79% 

D  60-69% 

Fail  50-59% 

Tentative Course Outline and Schedule: 
 

Wk Study Themes Major Due 
Dates 

Activities Readings 

1 Introduction to 
course, 
Introduce 
yourself 

 

Begin 
Assignment 1 

On-Campus: 
1/13: Introduction to Syllabus, 
Assignment 1  
1/15: Assignment 1 discussions, 
Syllabus Quiz 

What is academic 
writing <Link> 
Research Writing 
(pdf) 

Online:  
1/18: Introductions, Syllabus Quiz, 
Assignment 1 proposal due 

2 Writing 
Strategies, 
Grammar, 
Introductions, 
invention 

 On-Campus: 
1/20: Reflection on your writing 
practices 
1/22: Grammar refresher 

- VIDEO: The 
Machine is Us/ing 
Us 

- VIDEO: Personal 
essay of a 
photographer 

DSU Online 
Writing Lab 
(Instructions and 
Practice) 
Grammar Practice 
(pdf) 

Online:  
1/25: Reflection on your writing 
practices due 
Self study: Grammar practice on 
DSU OWL 

 

3 Cultural 
Analysis; Text 
Analysis 

 On-Campus: 
1/27: Text Analysis 
1/29: Cultural analysis of websites 

- Merging of 
colors and 
usability 

- Colors and their 
meanings in 
different cultures 

Online:  
2/1: Text Analysis due 
Self-study: Websites and Cultures 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/2/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlGopyXT_g&feature=channel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlGopyXT_g&feature=channel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlGopyXT_g&feature=channel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udZnbSnzr6Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udZnbSnzr6Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udZnbSnzr6Y
http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/um/people/marycz/hfweb98/barber/
http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/um/people/marycz/hfweb98/barber/
http://research.microsoft.com/en-us/um/people/marycz/hfweb98/barber/
http://webdesign.about.com/od/color/a/bl_colorculture.htm
http://webdesign.about.com/od/color/a/bl_colorculture.htm
http://webdesign.about.com/od/color/a/bl_colorculture.htm


Wk Study Themes Major Due 
Dates 

Activities Readings 

4 Paragraph 
Development, 
Reorganizing 
Drafts, 
Conclusions 

Assignment 1 
Draft due 2/3 

On-Campus: 
2/3: Assignment 1 Peer review 
2/5: Concepts in Composition 

UNC Handouts, 
pdfs: Paragraph 
Development, 
Reorganizing 
Drafts, 
Conclusions Online: 

2/5: Peer Reviews due 
2/8: Concepts in Composition due 

5 Techniques and 
terms in 
rhetorical 
Analysis, 
Rhetorical 
Strategies 

Assignment 1 
Final due 2/15 

Begin 
Assignment 2 

 

 

On-Campus: 
2/10: Introduction to Assignment 2 
2/12: Assignment 2 Proposal, 
Rhetorical analysis of speech 

 

Rhetorical 
Strategies (pdf) 

Techniques and 
terms in rhetorical 
Analysis (pdf) 

 Online: 
2/15: Assignment 2 Proposal, 
Rhetorical analysis of speech due 

6 Thesis  On-Campus: 
2/17:  Thesis exercises 
2/19: Locating critical agenda 

Thesis (doc) 

 

Online: 
2/22: Thesis assignment due 
Self-study: Locating critical agenda 
in a movie 

7 Critical Thinking, 
Reading, and 
Writing 

Assignment 2 
Draft due 2/24 

 

On-Campus: 
2/24: Peer review Assignment 2 
2/26: Critical Reading activity 

Critical Writing 
(pdf)  

 

Online: 
2/26: Peer review Assignment 2 
due 
3/1: Critical Reading activity due 

8 Structuring 
arguments 

Assignment 2 
Final due 3/8 

 

On-Campus: 
3/3: Introduction to Assignment 3  
3/5: Structuring arguments 

Arguments (pdf) 

Additional 
resources: 
Research Writing 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/thesis.html
http://methodsofdiscovery.net/?q=node/5


Wk Study Themes Major Due 
Dates 

Activities Readings 

Begin 
Assignment 3 

Online: 
3/8: Argument Assignment due 

and Argument 
Toulmin’s model 
of Argumentation 
Toulmin 
Worksheet 

9 Fair Use and 
Plagiarism; 
Audience 

 On-Campus: 
3/17: Fair use concepts practice 
3/19: Assignment 3 Proposal 
discussion 
Self-study: Audience 

Youtube: Disney 
Fairy Use Video 

Acknowledging-
Sources-and-
Avoiding-
Plagiarism (pdf) 

 

Online:  
3/22: Assignment 3 Proposal, Fair 
Use assignment due 
Self-study: Audience 
 

10 Citation styles, 
Annotated 
Bibliography 

 On-Campus:  
3/24: Citation Exercise, 
paraphrasing, quoting, and 
summarizing 
3/26: Annotated Bibliography 
discussion 

Citation styles 
(pdf) 
Annotated 
Bibliography (doc) 
 
Quoting, 
Paraphrasing, 
Summarizing Online: 

3/29: Citation Exercise due 
Self-study: Annotated Bibliography, 
paraphrasing, quoting, and 
summarizing 

11 Conducting 
research, Library 
research, using 
and 
documenting 
resources 

 On-Campus:  
3/31: Library session 
4/2: Library session 

Primary and 
Secondary 
Research (pdf) 

(Explore: Refer to 
DSU Library 
resource in D2L) 

 

Online: 
Self-study: Library resources 
video/website 

12 Writing Process  On-Campus: 
4/7: Discussion of topics, 
Conference sign-up 
4/9: Structure of the paper 

Research and 
Writing Process 
(pdfs) 

http://methodsofdiscovery.net/?q=node/5
http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~digger/305/toulmin_model.htm
http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~digger/305/toulmin_model.htm
http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/co300man/pop7c.cfm
http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/co300man/pop7c.cfm
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/563/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/563/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/563/01/


Wk Study Themes Major Due 
Dates 

Activities Readings 

Online: 
Self-study: Structure of the paper 

13 Style and 
Evidence 

Assignment 3 
First Draft due 
for instructor’s 
feedback 

On-Campus: 
1-on-1 Conferences in Beadle 115 
Self-study: Style and Evidence 

Elements of the 
Essay (ppt) 

Online: 
4/14: Post Very Very Rough draft 
and questions (if any) 
Self-study: Style and Evidence 

14 Revisions Assignment 3 
Second Draft 
due 4/21 

On-Campus: 
4/21: Assignment 3 Peer review 
4/23: Revising, Editing, 
Proofreading 

Revising, Editing, 
Proofreading 
(pdfs) 

Online: 
4/26: Peer reviews due 
Self-study: Revising, Editing, 
Proofreading 

15 Presentation Online 
Presentation 
due 5/3 

On-Campus: 
4/28: Work on Presentations 
4/30: Online Presentations prep 

Presentation (pdf) 
You Suck At 
PowerPoint! by 
@jessedee 

Online: 
Self-study: Presentations 

FINAL Submission Final 
Assignment 3 
due by 5/7 at 
12:30 

On-Campus: 
“Reflection” due in class during 
exam time (5/7 10:30 to 12:30) 

 

Online: 
5/7: Reflections due 

 



Project 1 Description | ENG 201 

 

ASSIGNMENT 1: ANALYZE 
The first major assignment requires you to perform a rhetorical analysis of a document or 

article or website that you find online. You will be performing a rhetorical analysis, a 

design analysis, a genre analysis/evaluation, and an investigation of the cultural context 

in which the website exists.  

 

Purpose: The objective of this project is to help you explore the cultural and rhetorical 

dimensions and purposes of a web document.  

 

Deliverables: 4-6 page report. 

Description:  

1. Chose an article or website or short video or related set of article or website that 

interest(s) you.  

      > The document that you choose need to have be mainly text-based. There can be 

graphic elements in it. 

      > The website should have a definite cultural context. The context can pertain to 

gaming cultures, culinary culture, corporate culture, international contexts and so on. 

You should be able to identify a specific group of people who are interested in the 

document or website (primary audience). 

2. Start with the question-based methods we used in class for brainstorming (feel free to 

use the questions listed in the next paragraph to help guide your writing process) 

3. Write an analysis of the article or website or short video(s) by constructing a strong 

thesis and by utilizing rhetorical appeals. Your analysis should create new knowledge 

about the article or website or short video beyond its general make-up. Think outside the 

box. 

Refer to Assignment 1 support document for more guidance 

Evaluation: Your project will be graded on the following criteria (20 pts.): 

1. Content: Introduction is catchy. Thesis is evident and main argument is well-

stated. Content is engaging and responds to audience and purpose. Rhetorical 

analysis is thorough and extensive. (5) 

2. Style: Style is engaging, clear, and fits the expectations of the genre. (5) 

3. Organization: The essay is very well organized. One idea or scene follows another 

in a logical sequence with clear transitions. (5) 

4. Mechanics: The essay has few, if any, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, 

grammar, or usage errors. (5) 



Project 2 Description | ENG 201 

 

ASSIGNMENT 2: CRITIQUE 
Purpose: This assignment aims to hone your acumen for critical thinking which is essential 

in academic writing. You will be finding a gap in literacy/social/academic practice. A 

movie of your choice will help you illustrate and explain the social issue located by you. 

 

Deliverables: 4-6 page response to the event, policy, situation etc. that you have chosen 

to critique.  

 

Description: You will select a movie for this assignment and articulate on the critical 

agenda of a movie. You could get the movie from a video shop, or watch it on Youtube. 

You will then make a critical exploration of a social as depicted in the movie. 

Part of this project also requires you to play the role of “skeptic”. You will do everything 

you can to poke holes in another person’s arguments. This will require you to make sure 

that you are thorough, that you are paying attention to all the facets if the issue, and 

that you are doing your very best critical thinking.  

Assignment 2 is a critical analysis of an issue where your analysis will be founded on how it 

is represented in the movie. E.g., If you choose, Enemy of the State, the critical analysis of 

the movie will highlight the issue of over-intrusive surveillance and lack of privacy. 

Assignment 2 is not simply a review of Enemy of the State, though the review is going to 

be a part of the paper. Your paper is a critical response to a social or political or 

environmental or any other issue. You will write about the issue and write how the movie 

deals with the issue. For instance, you might chose to explore how "Happy Feet 2" 

addresses the issue of global warming or "Margin Call" presents a critical commentary on 

the fall of the financial industry.  

I will be specifically looking for the following elements in your projects: 

 How well have you engaged in the rhetorical analysis of the gap that you are 

identifying?  

 Have you done your own research to answer questions you uncovered as part of 

your analysis?  

 Is your writing competent, compelling and consistent?  

 Have you chosen to represent things in a clear, careful way? In other words, are 

your layout choices rhetorically sound? 

 

Evaluation: Your project will be graded on the following criteria (30 pts.): 

1. Issue 

a. Thorough and critical engagement with the issue. (5) 

b. Balanced non-opinionated evaluation of the issue. (5) 

2.  Movie analysis:  

a. Well-established connection with the movie. (5) 

b. In-depth, extensive, research to answer questions you uncovered as part 

of your analysis. (5) 

3. Mechanics and style:  

a. Few, if any, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, or usage errors. 

(5) 

b. Well organized. One idea or scene follows another in a logical sequence 

with clear transitions. (5) 
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ASSIGNMENT 3: RESEARCH 
Purpose: This assignment calls for an assimilation of all the lessons that the course helped 

you learn: your ability to reflect on your personal experience, analyze, conduct research 

from secondary resources and put them all together to form a research-based paper. 

You will be encouraged to be critical thinkers in the field that you are interested in 

pursuing (it can be the major that you are working on currently). 

 

Deliverables: The following are to be submitted as a separate documents: 

a. 6-8 page paper (essay and works cited page) 

b. 2-3 page annotated bibliography. 

 

Description: In this 6-8 page paper, you will choose ONE topic which lets you explore your 

field of academic interest. It can be a problem that you located in the third assignment. 

Conduct a thorough rhetorical analysis of it. Your research report should provide the 

historical, social, and political context in which to situate your chosen topic. Also 

remember that your audiences are not members of the discipline where the research is 

situated. Provide definitions and explanations wherever necessary. 

  

Questions to think about as you get started:  

 What is the social, historical and/or cultural context of the problem. 

 What is its role within your field? How did you come in contact with it? 

 How did the problem evolve? 

 Are there any controversies (past or present) surrounding it? What and why?  

 

Annotated bibliography  

For this paper, you will gather at least five sources you can use while writing this paper. 

This should include both online and off-line resources. Then you will briefly summarize 

each source and address how the source will fit in with, be integrated into, or be 

generally helpful for your paper. The purpose of the annotated bibliography is to gather 

material and information you can use in this paper and to practice the summarization 

skills necessary for appropriately summarizing and quoting sources in your papers.  

Your annotated bibliography should:  

 Include full MLA citations for each source  

 Annotate at least 5 sources; each annotation should be at least 100 words. 

 Evaluate the sources for authority and importance.  

 Your sources should be a mix of sources: some can be secondary, some primary. 

 You should avoid tertiary sources (like dictionaries or encyclopedias)  

 Be written in appropriate academic language, with accurate spelling and 

attention to punctuation.  

Please refer to detailed instructions on annotated bibliography. 

 

Evaluation: Your project will be graded on the following criteria (40 pts.): 

1. Content: Thorough, balanced, and critical engagement in the evaluation of the 

issue. In-depth and extensive research to answer questions you uncovered as 

part of your analysis. (5) 

2. Organization: The essay is very well organized. One idea or scene follows another 

in a logical sequence with clear transitions. (5) 

3. Mechanics and style: Few, if any, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, 

or usage errors. Well organized. One idea or scene follows another in a logical 

sequence with clear transitions. (5) 

4. Annotated Bibliography 

a. Quality and relevance of sources (5) 



 

Project 3 Description | ENG 201 

 

b. Insightful annotations (5) 

c. Explicit connection to your argument clearly established (5)  

d. Correctly and consistently formatted accordingly to conventions (5) 

5. Assignment 3 Reflection exam. (5) 
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Research Helper 

Here are some general confusion people face at this stage. This might be helpful: 

Issue: I am confused on what topic we are supposed to have chosen.   

Answer: You need not have a specific TOPIC at this stage, but an area or academic concern that you are 

interested in positing your research. Your research for the annotated bib should be in that area. When you 

have gathered enough information you should be able to recognize what topic you are most excited about. 

Chosing your topic and proposing your research is the next stage of this project. Right now, find books, 

articles etc. on the area.  

Here is an example: Johnny is interested in Renewable energy.  

He looks for articles in science and economics magazines, finds books, finds statistics/policies on 

government websites, even finds youtube video discussions on this subject.  

BTW, Johnny is in the department of environmental engineering, so he feels that this project can be helpful 

for him. Or this is something that he is currently discussing a lot in a course that he likes a lot. After having 

done some exploration he creates this visual representation of his thoughts: 

 

Renewable 

Energy 

Types of 

renewable 

energy 

Renewable 

Energy 

Companies 
Solar 

Energy 

Wind 

Energy 

Renewable 

Energy 

resources 

in the US 

Johnny’s bubbl diagram Renewable 

Energy 

Jobs 
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Johnny knows that each of the boxes is a potential research paper topic. However, he looks at the 

articles and books etc. he found and figures that he got a lot of material on the types of renewable energy. 

There will also be a possibility in which he can use his research on government policies in the technology of 

renewable energy in that project. So he chooses FIVE of the most relevant documents (articles/video/book 

chapters) that he has collected and composes his annotated bib. Then he proposes a research project 

where he expresses interest in tracing the role evolution of renewable technology research in the way 

the different types of energy sources are being exploited and explored over the recent years. That’s 

his project topic!!!  

This project is more about the PROCESS of research than the PRODUCT of research. How do 

academic researchers come up with an idea? If you are frustrated in this process, that is an indication that 

you are ultimately most likely to come up with something really really exciting. You are welcome to involve 

me at any part of this process. If you have an area of interest in mind but not sure where to look for 

resources, please let me know… even if I do not know, I will involve people with experience in that area to 

lead you to the right place to look for information. 

Issue: Do we just find certain websites that might give us valid information on whatever topic we find?  

Your annotated bib should have both off-line and online content. I did not specify how many of each, 

because it is no longer valid at this point where most books and articles are published online. Your 

resources will be valid ONLY if they are academic. When we do annotated bibs in class I will get an 

opportunity to take a look at your resources, If you have any confusion about your choice of resources, 

please clarify with me. But please make sure that you have access to the book, article link, video link, 

website link etc. in class on Thursday. 

Extra: (http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm) 
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Presentations 

PRESENTATION 

Goal: This aims to be a professional quality presentation or poster that can be presented 

at a national level conference. The presentation or poster should represent your research 

project. 

Format: Prezi, Video, Blog, Powerpoint, Pdf… any format is acceptable. Whatever format 

you choose, your presentation should be virtual (non-paper based) and interactive (your 

voiceover is required). You may upload it in Youtube or post it in D2L. Uploading it might 

be helpful in future, when you create your professional portfolio. Demonstration and 

performances (if applicable) are encouraged. 

Design: Your preparation should include a ten slide (or 3-4 minute) presentation utilizing 

PowerPoint. Create slides which are visually appealing and not overcrowded with 

information or random clip art.  Your slides should explain your topic in as much detail as 

you deem necessary.  Through your discussion prompt, you are enhancing and 

deepening the message of your slide presentation. 

Elements: The presentation can have the following elements represented with as much 

details as necessary. 

1. Introduction to the class project 

2. What is the most important learning from this? 

3. Planning, Audience analysis and Research 

4. Process, Design and Composition 

5. Statement on the successes and challenges of research 

6. Conclusive statement 

Presentation evaluation rubric:                                                   

Choice of Topic (2) 

    (Research Topic is new or important, presenter has done additional research about the 

technology or the company creating it 

Engagement with the audience (2) 

    (Presenter uses appropriate language/level, active engagement, asks questions etc., 

attractive and appropriate visual aids) 

Verbal Qualities (2)                                                  

    (speaks with enthusiasm, speaks loudly and clearly, avoids 'um', 'uh', etc., good transition 

between ideas) 

Nonverbal Qualities (2)                                                    

   (uses gestures, other attention-commanding devices, avoids distracting habits) 

Content (2) 

    (includes history or background of subject, includes current research, raises interesting 

questions for the class and generates a lot of discussion) 
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REFLECTION 
Purpose: Reflection happens when you think about how your work meets established 

criteria; you analyze the effectiveness of your efforts, and plan for improvement. 

Reflection plays an integral role in making those selections and in a learner’s ability to 

determine courses of action that are most effective in reaching future objectives. 

Deliverable: 1-2 pages reflection. 

Description: For your overall reflective/self-assessment letter, I’d suggest that you choose 

the genre of a friendly letter addressed to me. As you’re composing that letter (and, if 

you choose to compose additional shorter, artifact-specific reflective pieces), keep in 

mind that effective reflective self-assessment involves thinking carefully and deeply and 

explaining the “why” and “how” of your ideas as specifically as possible. Respond to 

these question: 

 

 What was the hardest part of the projects?  (proposing, research, writing, etc.?)  

And why?  

 

 What was the easiest part about the projects?  (proposing, research, writing, 

etc.?)  And why?  

 

 What has been you revision strategy after the peer reviews and meeting project?   

 

 What did you learn that you did not know before?   

 

 If you had to give yourself a grade for the work you did on the project and the 

presentation, what would that grade be and why?  

 

 Comment on your participation in class activities. 

 

 Comment on your regularity in attending class.  

 

 


